
AP Economics Final Project:  Personal Finance  
Quote From Pilot Episode of Ozark on Netflix: 

Scratch. Wampum. Dough. Clams. Loot. Bills. Bones. Bread. Bucks. Money. 
 

That which separates the haves from the have-nots. But what is money? It's everything if you don't have it, right? Half of all 

American adults have more credit card debt than savings. 25% have no savings at all. And only 15% of the population is on 
track to fund even one year of retirement. Suggesting what? The middle class is evaporating? Or the American Dream is 

dead? You wouldn't be sitting there listening to me if the latter were true. You see, I think most people just have a 

fundamentally flawed view of money…  
 

Patience. Frugality. Sacrifice. When you boil it down, what do those three things have in common? Those are choices. Money 

is not peace of mind.  Money's not happiness. Money is, at its essence, that measure of a man's choices. 

 

 

Essential Question:   
How can I make more informed personal finance choices after high school? 

 

 

AP Econ Final Project TASK #1   

Personal Finance Introduction Questions (DUE Friday 5/29) 

 

1) Watch 7 minute A Minimalist Approach to Personal Finance, 8 Minute 5 Ways People Are 

Dumb With Money & 13 minute Fallout of Financial Illiteracy TED Talk  

Respond in no more than one single spaced page to this prompt:  What ideas relating to 

personal finance discussed in the videos do you find most interesting/relevant?  Why? 

 

 

2) Read “14 Things High School Students Should Know About Money” and respond in no 

more than one single spaced page:  What are a few personal finance suggestions discussed in 

the article that you agree with most?  Why? 

 

 

3) Have a conversation with a family member about this this question:   

What personal finance advice do you have for me as I begin my post high school life?    

In no more than one single spaced page, summarize the advice you were given and your 

opinions regarding this advice. 
 

 

 

A Few Budgeting & Personal Finance Resources You May Wish to Consult 

PBS Two Cents educational videos about personal finance 

Khan Academy Personal Finance videos 

Edutopia article on Helpful Resources to Share With High School Graduates 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zVcwvCL2C2c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n1b7piSmmME
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n1b7piSmmME
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7nYL_zS4GVE&
https://www.doughroller.net/personal-finance/13-things-every-high-school-student-should-know-about-money/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCL8w_A8p8P1HWI3k6PR5Z6w
https://www.khanacademy.org/college-careers-more/personal-finance
https://www.edutopia.org/blog/helpful-resources-share-high-school-graduates


AP Econ Final Project TASK #2 

Educating Others on Financial Literacy -   Due: Monday 6/8 
You will individually or with one or two partners to create a piece of media that educates others about one of the topics 

below related to financial literacy and the financial decisions we all make. These are all important topics as you head out 

into the “real world” and make big decisions regarding your financial future.  With this in mind, it is important that you 

create a product that is accurate, concise, and geared toward engaging your peers (and their parents too). Your final 

products will be posted on the class website and links will be emailed home for all parents and students in this class to 

access. Therefore, you should make sure your product reflects the time and commitment worthy of such an “authentic” 

audience. You should assume that your audience has no previous knowledge when discussing your topic.  Making a serious 

effort to complete this task is expected to maintain “Good Standing” in this class…you can do it! 
 

Format (Your choice):  

 Podcast (like “Planet Money” or “Marketplace”) 

● Videocast Presentation (a narrated slideshow with images, video/audio clips, voiceovers, etc.) 

● Any other original format cleared by Mr. Kelemen. 

NOTE:  You should pick a technology platform that you can figure out independently. 

 

Requirements (Ask follow up questions during class meetings or via e-mail): 

● Your final product should be about 5-7 minutes in length and demonstrate thoughtful research and be engaging. 

● You must share a bibliography of the main sources you consulted to create your product. 

 

Key Questions Project Needs to Address: 

● What is most important for people to know about your topic?  

● Why is this particularly important for young people to know? 

● What are some of the dangers of NOT knowing this information? 

● What are tips or strategies from experts on HOW to avoid these dangers?  

● Consider including a short interview with a parent or other adult you trust about your topic where they answer this 

question.: “What do you wish you would have known about [INSERT TOPIC] when you were my age?”  

 

Possible Topics 

1. Cars:  What are the pros and cons of leasing, buying new or buying used?  

2. Bank Accounts:  How to set up direct deposit, direct transfer into savings, etc.  Why should I do this? 

3. Retirement:  What is a 401K and an IRA and why should I care? 

4. Personal Budgets:  Why do I need a budget and how do I build one? 

5. Credit Cards:  What are the dangers and benefits of credit cards? 

6. Credit Scores:  How is my credit score determined & how does it impacts my financial future? 

7. Student Loans:  What are the pros & cons of various types of financing for college?  

8. Personal Savings:  How can I spend less and save more? How much should I save?  

9. Rental Housing:  What do I need to know to rent a place and what should I pay attention to in a lease? 

10. Fraud & Financial Scams:  What are common types of scams & how can I avoid them? 

11. Insurance:  What type of insurance do I need and how much does it cost? 

12. Stocks & Other Investments:  Should I invest in the stock market?  How?  What are other investment options? 

13. Home Ownership:  What are the advantages & disadvantages of buying vs. renting?   

14. Finances & Friendships:  How can I avoid financial problems with roommates and/or romantic partners? 

15. Any other topic cleared by Mr. Kelemen 

 

Student Created SAMPLES: 

Financial Fraud Presentation:  https://drive.google.com/file/d/1pbZpSOZGnfjMlaO6NfhPyXBWpvhsSDPw/view?usp=sharing 

Credit Scores Podcast https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ltJmGRkyf7qhJXXQIbHcGJ_6Ae_RnUMd/view?usp=sharing 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1pbZpSOZGnfjMlaO6NfhPyXBWpvhsSDPw/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ltJmGRkyf7qhJXXQIbHcGJ_6Ae_RnUMd/view?usp=sharing

